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Heritage and defence:
the MoD at St Athan

The military estate at 5 Athan in the Vale of
Glamaodgan dominates the local historic laindscape,
with a legacy that includes a natienally significant
sysiem of Second World War airfield pround defences
and marny archacological sites. A proposed £12bn
UK Defence Technical College will transfomm
specialist training for the UK Armied Forces, with
constrisciion of the Lirgest vocatonal fraining
operation in thie coeniry,

Environmental Impact Assessment

Entec UK was engaged to advise on the initial PRI bid
on brhalf of Metrix and, working with the Aol and
Welsh Assembly Govermment's corsulfancy beam, to
unclertake & major environmental impact assessment.
Gaining understanding of the nature and character of
the hisioric environment was crnscial and challenging,
especially for the archacological dimension, Research
excavations by Amguededfa Cymm-Mational Museom
of Wabes al Llanmaes highlighted the potential for
exceptional late prehistoric remains in this ansa, and
sites such as Caer Mead Boman villa and 5t lhud's
earky msdieval monasteny at Llanbast Magor heve bong

demonstraled the historc and culbural importance of
ths lowdand limesione plateau, sandwiched between
the southem scangy of the upland massif of south and
central Wales and the Bristol Channel.

Ky archaeological discoveries during the EIA include

¢ cremations and associated cairms which may be
part of o Middle Bronee Ape ritual landscape close
to the confluence of Llanmaes and Boverton
Brooks. There is also a Lawe Bronze Age and Early
Iron Age midden al Llamaes

Lare lron AgerRomano-British setilements and ficlds
reveal an intensively settled, mésed economy,
apricubtural landscape comprising medium-sized
iasmsteads operated by small groups, probably part
of the Caer Mead villa estate, Aerial images of
undated enclosures along the scarp edge of the
nearby Thaw valley imply this was a landmark
boundary (o a major estabe, which subsequently
divided two of the three carly medioval kin 5
of the Vale of Glamorgan and was vet [ader adopted
as the 1171 2th century boamedary for the cantrefi of
Gosfynydd and Perychen

= metlieval remairs assoclated wdth the manorial
eutate at Bedlord Castle and medieval and post-
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medieval setilement associated with 5t Brse
Chisrch, Wihdlst teese relabe i the estabdlished
medieval settlement pattemn, evidence for § 2th-
century activities alongside Llanmaes Brook is of
particular imerest, as achaenlogical remains
associated with pottery of this persod ane rare in
rural Wabkes, Further remakns may provicks an
insight indo thee garly feudal history ol thar Vale od
Glamoegan.

The ELA also has 10 acknowledge institutional
arrangemenis for the historc covironment m YWales,
implications of PFI schemes foe risk management,
and the significance of th histonc environmesnt o
the identity of the peopbe of Wales.

Historic envirenmend imfrastruciure

Thie Histowss Enwironmenl Ernu|:|. an i Er-BRency
forem that achvises the Welth Assermbly Gowvernment
is proving 1o be a catalys] for wigder collaboraison,
Clarmanpan-Gwenl Archasoslogical Trust and Cachw
represented regulatory indenests, as advisors bo the
Vale of Clamadgan Council and the Welsh Assemibly
Crveernirmenl I'hFEI.‘-II‘I."EqE_. and REAHMW and
Amgueddia Cymru-National Museum Wales provided
advice and suppon, especially on recording and
community engagerment. Sisce devolution the Wilsh
Agsembly Ceovernmment has progressed towand an
integrated historc emvironment infrastructure thal
delivers conservation, knowledge and education
services through the co-ordinated actinn of heritage
agencies. Experience at 5t Athan suggests multi-
agency engagement with commercial historic
ewvironmenl activitbes could be an important facior
i delivering national stralegic objectives as sot oul in
the Research Framework for Wales and the now
Sirategre Direciion Statement fov the Hishoric
Frnvirpnment of Wailes. This engagement abio provedes
& more secure basks for commercial invissbmient,

Managing risk

Proper management of risk on behalf of pafnes
interests i at thie heart of thee PFI process, In this
cise, a comprehenshve, research-driven and ilerative
approach to historic emvironment baseline data
established confidence that significant features could
be identified and rigorously assessed, Peroeived
archasological distributions wene tested to redece
methodologicalsampling bias or limitations, with
xtensive ‘blank’ areas trial-trenched, This approach
was supgpeoeted by the regulatory infeneits, reducing
potential planning and construciion risk

tdentity and place

It is apparent that some former communities of the
Vale exicted in g wider culiural milbeu which did not
necessarily relate o masdiern defimitions of national
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idhentity or peographic/poliical boundaries,
Comversely insular iraditrons are apparent which ane

typical of comman perceptions of the historic
dimension of Welsh cultural identity.

The presence of archasological and historic featunes
that rellect both outlooks is charactenistic of the Vale,
making i cullueally abypécal of the rest. In contrast
witlh adioineng areas, activites from the Meolithic
ihrough o the medieval period af times meilect
conneciions with Wiessew, the south-west peninsula,
Ireland, Bristany and the Mediterranean, The Vale was
also o of the Anglo-MNorman ‘Englishries’, colonised
in the 12th cenfury under a siect feudal system,

Ramantic nolions

Paradoxically many of the comventional views of a
pan-Weksh, celtic-derived identity that emerged in
the 18ah and 1%th centuries orginated in or around
pha Vale, The romaniic notions of pesonalities such
a5 lolo Morganwy and William Price doew on o hixose
imierpeetation of bardic tradisons, o re-define a
distinct sense of nationhood, reflecting a poplar
clestive for a “tciriuall'g,l Welih pnlil!it.ﬂ amid ciiltisral
tranchise, Clairms of .|.|,I|'u,-|'|li:.il,‘:,' have mod sureived
ther passage of time, but the image of their Invemion,
the Gorsedd, presicing at the anneal National
Eisteddiod demanstrales the confinuing potency ol
heritage in defining identity. Thete can be na
doubting it has had a massive influence on Welsh
language, literature and miusic.

Wales nonw operates within a new political setflerrent
and is eagerhy setting podicy that reflects ambitions
for new appeectation of the historic enviiromment,
Commercial development, by initiating fresh
paarmination of the histodc environment becally, can
make an imposant conbebutson to popadar awareness
af kdentity and place, thenchy delivering more than
simple economic investment in a successéul,
distinctive and cublurally outward-booking Wales,

Expetience af St Athan has highlighted an emeging
Welsh-method" where the wider engagement of
national and regional heritage agencies with the
private sector can achieve sirategic objectves and
assist in the management of risk, This & proving a
mutually rewarding experience for those responsible
for deliverning economic investrend ancd those peclecting
and promoting the fragile and wilnesable heritage.
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