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Preparations to ‘start
before main prqlect

EARLY work on the Defence Technical College at

St Athan will begin shortly, aflter the Minisory of
Defence awarded the £29m conmact to the Metrix
Consordum.

Memix, which is in charge of the development of
the £13bn project in the Vale of Glamorgan, has
announced it will carry out preliminary work on the
site, preparing it for the constwction of the col-
lege.

The move comes despite a recent Govemment o
starement mdicating that a final decision on whether =
1w give e full goahead for the academy is unlikely -

to he 1aken before the general eleciion.

Preliminary work will involve moving an RAF
training schogl, carry out preparatory work, as well
as ensuring protected wildlife on the site is taken
away before full building work begins.

_ The muld-billion-pound scheme, which would
in the Yale of Glamorgan, represents Lhe biggest ever
single Government investment in Wales.

But although a consortiure was chosen to deliver
the Defence Training RReview (DTR) Private Finance
Lnitialive scheme nearly three years ago, there have
been detays and questions over whether the plans
represent value for mmoney.

The early works programme is due for completion
in March 2011.

Jim Morrison, chief executive of Metrix, said: ¥This
is a very graphic statement by the MaD, it’s costing
£29m and it is causing disruption to people on site.
The fact this is being driven forward speaks
volumes,

“This is a major milestone for the DTR project.

Agreement of the eacly works funding is a significant-

step forward in the delivery of DTR Package
I

Wayae David, UnderSecetary of State for
Wales, said: “This Government has abways
shown 100% support for the St Athan project,”
which will be the single biggest UK Gov-
emment jovestamnent Wales has ever recgived
and will bring thousands of iobs to the Vale of
Glamorgan.”

Vale of Glamorgan MP John Smith said:
“This is great news for the Welsh econcmy -
and shows yel again this Governments
comumitroent to the future of Sk Athan.

“I want people here in the Vale of Glam-
organ o know thar this Government has ne
iniention of turning its back on this part of
Wales, That's why the Government has un
derwritten more than £110m of essential
works linked with the St Athan project. This
is 1 major milestone which 1akes us eloser te
the delivery of the project at St Athan®”
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